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Erosion of Vidyadhari riverbank threatens
to devour Sunderbans mangrove saplings

River water has been gradually eating up plantation that is aimed to protect and strengthen riverbank so as to reduce impact of

cyclones and storm surges

Subhasish Chaudhuri | Calcutta ‘ Published 03.06.23, 04:34 AM
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An official of the irrigation department examines the damaged bank of the Vidyadhari at Hingalganj in North 24-Parganas.
Pashupati Das

ADVERTISEMENT

Around three lakh mangrove saplings planted along the banks of the
Vidyadhari river in Hingalganj, a stretch of the Sunderbans delta, are
set to be lost forever owing to the imminent erosion of the

riverbank.

®©

A large crack has developed along the river bank at Petnipara in
Sandeshkhali I block of North 24-Parganas district. The river water
has been gradually eating up the plantation that was aimed to
protect and strengthen the riverbank so as to reduce the impact of

cyclones and storm surges.
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Sandeshkhali Maa Sarada Women and Rural Welfare Society, a social
organisation that planted the saplings, has accused the irrigation
department of inaction in protecting the riverbank and the JR—

mangrove plantation.

After two back-to-back cyclones that hit the stretch of the
Sunderbans delta in Hingalganj, the organisation took up the
mangrove plantation drive to prevent erosion and stem the impact
of high tidal waves during a squall. But even before the plants could

grow up, the river is set to gobble up the saplings.

“The area is prone to erosion and we expected the irrigation
department to take up the protective initiative. But with silt
deposition increasing on the river bed, the pressure of water towards
the bank has become so strong that a major crack has developed on a
one-kilometre stretch of the riverbank. Now, it is barely a matter of
few days that the cracked zone would be lost in the river forever
unless protected immediately,” Subhasish Mondal, the secretary of
the Sandeshkhali Maa Sarada Women and Rural Welfare Society, told
The Telegraph.

“Officials of the irrigation department visited the threatened
stretch, but gave no assurance that any immediate protective work
would be taken up,” Mondal added.

In 2020, Cyclone Amphan caused heavy damage to the mangroves in
the Sunderbans. The Bengal government took up a mega mangrove

plantation drive after that. Around six lakh saplings of various
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species of mangrove trees were planted under the 100-day job ARNARAR

scheme.

Several social organisations also joined the endeavour and planted
mangrove saplings along vulnerable stretches of the delta spanning
in North 24-Parganas and South 24-Parganas districts. But the

plantations in the erosion-prone zones have suffered huge losses.
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A senior official of the irrigation department said: “We can do very
little. Funds crisis often forbids us from taking up work fast. While
mangrove plantations in the erosion-prone zones are not surviving,
we understand that in the areas with erosion, restoration of
mangroves through organised plantation requires more active
intervention like maintaining the sediment balance in the river and

hydrology. But all these are not within our control.”

On May 29, a team of irrigation department officials led by
subdivisional engineer Goutam Pal visited the cracked stretch at
Petnipara of Hingalganj. They examined the stretch for looking at

the feasibility of taking up the protective work.

Speaking to The Telegraph, Pal said: “I have submitted a report to
my superior authority. The protective work for the long stretch of
the damaged riverbank has bigger financial involvement, which only

the higher authorities can decide”.
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RESTORATION DRIVE:
Members of Sandeshkhali
Maa Sarada Women and Ru-
ral Welfare Society, a volun-
tary social organisation, has
planted onelakh mangrove
saplings at Sehara-Hadhana-
gar village of Sandeshkhali
in the Stmderbans region.

The drive carried out
with thesupport of Linde
Praxair, a nmltinational m-
dustrial gas producing conr
pany, was lannched to devel-
op & green wall of mangiove
along thatehed dam adjacent
to the bank of Dasha viver.

The mangrove forest n
the region was damaged by
Cyclone Amphan in May
2020,

“This is arestoration
drive of mangrove. We start-
ed plantingsaplings of
plantssince March 15 We
have planted onelakh
saplings to restore the man-
groveof Suniderbans delta in
the Sandeshkhali area that
suffered sevious damages
due to back to back evclones
in the past two years,” said
Subhasish Mondal, secretary
of the organisation based in
North 24-Paiganas.

As per the assessment do-
ne hy the state government,
about 28 per cent of the Sun-
derbans forest, spanmed over
963 Dsqlim, was damaged in
Cydlone Amphan.

Saplings planted mclude
Kalo Bain, Peyara Bain, Har-
goja, Kewra, Geoan, Garan
and Simdari. These are
shimbs orsmall trees that
grow in coastal saline or
brackish water fasi.

Repont by Sublussid Clus i,
pectire by Pasdupat P
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Woainen plant saplings of mangiove species along the bank of Subhasish Mondal, secretary of thesocial organisation,

the Raimangal river at Klmina village in Sunderbans said: “We have conceived a plan to plant one lakh saplings of
on Wednesday. mangrove trees. including Byne, Sundart, Pashiu and Khol-
The week-long plantation diive has been organised by si, m the region in the next two monthsso that the area again

LimdeIndia, aleadingsupplier of industrial gases with the turns grreen and become capable enongh to snstain any natn-
support of Maa Saroda Women & Ruoral Welfare Society of ral calamities like cyclones and high tide”.
Sandeshlthali, a social organisation inNorth 24 Parganas.

Tpont by Sublsasids Olomdlu, peois by Tadaspot: D

06-07-2022
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Learning to mEn: cmow lives

SUBHASISH CHAUDHURI

Sandeshkhali (North 24-
Parganas): A social outfit at

Sandeshkhali in the northern | Q&/p

Sunderbans has started
skilling the wives of jobless
migrant workers amid the
pandemic.

The Sandeshkhali Maa
Saroda Women and Rural
Welfare Society has chosen 50
women from financially und-
erprivileged tribal families
and distributed among them
sewing machines, cloth leng-
ths and thread rolls. The out-
fit aims to equip homemakers
with tailoring skills.

But as an immediate solu-
tion to lessen their financial
woes, the women are being
trained to make face masks
and skull caps that are in de-
mand during the umu%n%

workers. On Mavy 20, Cyclone

S o L S| = Sl _..q,,, 4 | Amphan made their lives
. e " bl | worse. Despite unlock phas-

B4/ Al | es, many workers could not

go back. Their wives, mostly

f S . | | homemakers, had no skills

S ARy T - SN | that could help them earn.

._ T Subhasis Mondal. secre-
tary of the welfare society,
said: “In such a situation, we
decided to empower the wom-

i it en. Men can return to work at

P a later stage, but women can

Last Friday, members of start earning at home.”
the welfare society handed To implement the idea,
over sewing machines funded | the organisation, supported
by Linde Global Support Ser- | by the Sandeshkhali-1 block
vices Private Limited. administration, m&% one

Following the the nation- %ﬁgaﬁnwg the 50
wide lockdown in March, Wwomen groups.
many migrant workers from Madhabi Sardar, 36, wife
parts of Sandeshkhali-1 block of a migrant worker from
returned home from mainly Metiakhali, Enﬁmnauﬁ%
southern states where they was a ray of hope after Covi
worked as construction and Amphan.

. | /
-

otk - [ e



v4
v
v4
v4
(Y @ epaper.eisamay.com/Details.aspx?id=57245&boxid=38936 ® ©

m a3 %1 1'% w3 5l e« sz plaa
(BB SSTATS! B14eT RO pHeIa FIAPTCIEH

IS0 oo Wiie AfFArara @il =i #Hiawi
V ST S T S (AR

4% FY SHASTY] q4AF 24 (3 Y030


HOME
Highlight


Sunderbans health workers armed with Covid kits

SUBHASISH CHAUDHURI

Hansnabad: A voluntary or-
ganisation m the Sunder
bans s equipping rocal
wome (o conduet basic
health scans with instru-
mientssuch as thermal gins
and pulse oximeters to detect
symptoms of Covid-19 [asier,
“We liave observed that
people in miral areas like the
Sunderbans often gnore
symptoms and invite higger
problems by delaying med-
ication. This has become
mare evident during the pan-
demic as many people have
either dicd or suffered enor-
monsly owing to delay m de-
tection,” said Subhasis Mon-
dal, who is the seeretary of
Maa Saroda Women & Rural

Welfare Society, the nongov-
eriment organsation that
words for the socio-economic
empowerment of women in
ithe Sunderbars ad adjacent
areas of North 24-Prganas,
Lisst Wednesday, wonmen
ol 20 self-help groups and 10
Aceredited Social Health Ae-
tivist (Asha) workers and
anxiliary norses-courenid-
wives (ANM) active in Hin-

galpgan and Hasnabad blo-

chis of the Stinderbans nnder
Basirhat subdivision in
North 24-Parganas, receival
medical equipment with fi-
nancial support of an induns-
trial gas production compa-
ny, Limde Global Support
Services Private Limited.
The initiative s aimed at
hridging the gap between the

'. R 8

Some of thesell-helpgronp leaders of the Sunderbans at a

recent event at H L North 24-P, (Past Das)
detection of diseases and the Sunderbans,
start of medication and start A member of the society
of medieation which often explained the groumd reali-
goets delayed and vesulis i ties, * There are two reasons

deaths in the renote areasof | for the delay (in dingnosis

and medication), First, the
muvailability of basic
heal il scanning deviees like
pulse oxumeter, thermal gan
or thermometer with Asha
workers, Second, the relue-
tance of people to visit roral
health centres becanse of the
distance, Our objective is to
take thescanning initiative
o the peaple by engaging
wormnen of sell-hel p grougps.”

Dipti Das Karmakar, 48, a
sell-help group lead ey in the
Bispur area of Hasnabad,
said Covid had been an “eye-
opener”,

“Many people died of
Cavid only becanse they ig-
nored the symptoms in the
initial stages. In some cases,
patients died before the re-
quired medieation eould

begin. Now equipped with a
thermal gun, pulse oximeter
and a kit we can change this
situation,” shesaid.

Asha worker Anima Das
sail: “It is a bigsuppoct for
us and for the people here,
The only tine we were pro-
vided these devices was fo
election day duty.”

Asked aboul remunera-
tion, an official of thesociety
said the dailv allowanee of
workers is care ol

“Itis in the range of Rs

150 per day per person,” he
adied.

Thelocal arl ation

day, said Mondal. He added
their organ sation would pay
for the blood tests of vil-
lagers il required.

A senior manager of the
gas company, Susanta Mo-
hanty, said that with this mE
tiative, they ammed to areate
health awareness 'so that
people i up Lo get health
check-ups done on time™,

A senior health official of
North 24-FParganas adiminis-
tration wel comed this corpe-

| ratehelp.

“The government has cer-
tain limitations despite its

is heing kept in the Toop. A
regnilar health npdate is hei-
ngsent to the block develop-
ment officer and the block
medical health of ficer every

€ i 1 1o people’s wel -
Fare, If more such onganisa-
tions come up to extend sup-
port to the government, the
gap in rural heal theare can
be casily bridged,” hesaid.,
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Home / West-bengal / Tailoring skills for wives of Sunderbans migrant workers
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Sunderbans migrant
workers

Learning to stitch back lives together

Advertisement

Women get sewing machines in Sandeshkhali.
Pashupati Das

Subhasish Chaudhuri | Sandeshkhali | Published 11.11.20, 12:17 AM

A social outfit at Sandeshkhali in the northern Sunderbans has started
skilling the wives of jobless migrant workers amid the pandemic.

The Sandeshkhali Maa Saroda Women and Rural Welfare Society has chosen
50 women from financially underprivileged tribal families and distributed
among them sewing machines, cloth lengths and thread rolls. The outfit aims
to equip homemakers with tailoring skills.
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But as an immediate solution to lessen their financial woes, the women are
being trained to make face masks and skull caps that are in demand during
the pandemic.

Last Friday, members of the welfare society handed over sewing machines
funded by Linde Global Support Services Private Limited.

Following the the nation-wide lockdown in March, many migrant workers
from parts of Sandeshkhali-1 block returned home from mainly southern
states where they worked as construction workers. On May 20, Cyclone
Amphan made their lives worse. Despite unlock phases, many workers could
not go back. Their wives, mostly homemakers, had no skills that could help
them earn.

Subhasis Mondal, secretary of the welfare society, said: “In such a situation,
we decided to empower the women. Men can return to work at a later stage,
but women can start earning at home.”

To implement the idea, the organisation, supported by the Sandeshkhali-1
block administration, selected one member each from the 50 tribal women
groups.

Madhabi Sardar, 36, wife of a migrant worker from Metiakhali, said this
training was a ray of hope after Covid and Amphan.

“They will be trained in cutting, knitting, and sewing garments. We have
requested the district administration to let them make school uniforms once
their training is over,” an official of the welfare society said.

Sunderbans

Migrant Workers North 24 Parganas Tailoring
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