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Erosion of Vidyadhari riverbank threatens
to devour Sunderbans mangrove saplings

River water has been gradually eating up plantation that is aimed to protect and strengthen riverbank so as to reduce impact of
cyclones and storm surges

Subhasish Chaudhuri  Calcutta  Published 03.06.23, 04:34 AM
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An official of the irrigation department examines the damaged bank of the Vidyadhari at Hingalganj in North 24-Parganas.
Pashupati Das

Around three lakh mangrove saplings planted along the banks of the

Vidyadhari river in Hingalganj, a stretch of the Sunderbans delta, are

set to be lost forever owing to the imminent erosion of the

riverbank.

A large crack has developed along the river bank at Petnipara in

Sandeshkhali I block of North 24-Parganas district. The river water

has been gradually eating up the plantation that was aimed to

protect and strengthen the riverbank so as to reduce the impact of

cyclones and storm surges.
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Sandeshkhali Maa Sarada Women and Rural Welfare Society, a social

organisation that planted the saplings, has accused the irrigation

department of inaction in protecting the riverbank and the

mangrove plantation.

After two back-to-back cyclones that hit the stretch of the

Sunderbans delta in Hingalganj, the organisation took up the

mangrove plantation drive to prevent erosion and stem the impact

of high tidal waves during a squall. But even before the plants could

grow up, the river is set to gobble up the saplings.

“The area is prone to erosion and we expected the irrigation

department to take up the protective initiative. But with silt

deposition increasing on the river bed, the pressure of water towards

the bank has become so strong that a major crack has developed on a

one-kilometre stretch of the riverbank. Now, it is barely a matter of

few days that the cracked zone would be lost in the river forever

unless protected immediately,” Subhasish Mondal, the secretary of

the Sandeshkhali Maa Sarada Women and Rural Welfare Society, told

The Telegraph.

“Officials of the irrigation department visited the threatened

stretch, but gave no assurance that any immediate protective work

would be taken up,” Mondal added.

In 2020, Cyclone Amphan caused heavy damage to the mangroves in

the Sunderbans. The Bengal government took up a mega mangrove

plantation drive after that. Around six lakh saplings of various

species of mangrove trees were planted under the 100-day job

scheme.

Several social organisations also joined the endeavour and planted

mangrove saplings along vulnerable stretches of the delta spanning

in North 24-Parganas and South 24-Parganas districts. But the

plantations in the erosion-prone zones have suffered huge losses.
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A senior official of the irrigation department said: “We can do very

little. Funds crisis often forbids us from taking up work fast. While

mangrove plantations in the erosion-prone zones are not surviving,

we understand that in the areas with erosion, restoration of

mangroves through organised plantation requires more active

intervention like maintaining the sediment balance in the river and

hydrology. But all these are not within our control.”

On May 29, a team of irrigation department officials led by

subdivisional engineer Goutam Pal visited the cracked stretch at

Petnipara of Hingalganj. They examined the stretch for looking at

the feasibility of taking up the protective work.

Speaking to The Telegraph, Pal said: “I have submitted a report to

my superior authority. The protective work for the long stretch of

the damaged riverbank has bigger financial involvement, which only

the higher authorities can decide”.
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Tailoring skills for wives of
Sunderbans migrant
workers
Learning to stitch back lives together

Women get sewing machines in Sandeshkhali.
Pashupati Das

A social outfit at Sandeshkhali in the northern Sunderbans has started
skilling the wives of jobless migrant workers amid the pandemic.

The Sandeshkhali Maa Saroda Women and Rural Welfare Society has chosen
50 women from financially underprivileged tribal families and distributed
among them sewing machines, cloth lengths and thread rolls. The outfit aims
to equip homemakers with tailoring skills.
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But as an immediate solution to lessen their financial woes, the women are
being trained to make face masks and skull caps that are in demand during
the pandemic.

Last Friday, members of the welfare society handed over sewing machines
funded by Linde Global Support Services Private Limited.

Following the the nation-wide lockdown in March, many migrant workers
from parts of Sandeshkhali-1 block returned home from mainly southern
states where they worked as construction workers. On May 20, Cyclone
Amphan made their lives worse. Despite unlock phases, many workers could
not go back. Their wives, mostly homemakers, had no skills that could help
them earn.

Subhasis Mondal, secretary of the welfare society, said: “In such a situation,
we decided to empower the women. Men can return to work at a later stage,
but women can start earning at home.”

To implement the idea, the organisation, supported by the Sandeshkhali-1
block administration, selected one member each from the 50 tribal women
groups.

Madhabi Sardar, 36, wife of a migrant worker from Metiakhali, said this
training was a ray of hope after Covid and Amphan.

“They will be trained in cutting, knitting, and sewing garments. We have
requested the district administration to let them make school uniforms once
their training is over,” an official of the welfare society said.

Migrant Workers 
 Sunderbans 
 North 24 Parganas 
 Tailoring
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সুন্দরবনে পরিযায়ী শ্রমিকদের বিনামূল্যে সেলাই
মেশিন কর্মশালা

শ্যাম বিশ্বাস, উত্তর ২৪ পরগনা: লকডাউন, আমফানের রেশ কাটিয়ে জীবনের মূল স্রোতে ফেরার লক্ষ্যে সুন্দরবনের আদিবাসী মহিলারা। উওর ২৪

পরগনার বসিরহাট মহাকুমার প্রত্যন্ত সুন্দরবনের ভিন রাজ্যে থাকা ৫০টি আদিবাসী পরিযায়ী শ্রমিকদের হাতে বিনামূল্যে সেলাইয়ের মেশিন প্রদান করা

হল।

মা সারদা ওয়েলফেয়ার সোসাইটির পক্ষ থেকে প্রত্যন্ত সুন্দরবনের লকডাউন রুটি রোজগার হারিয়েছে এমন ৫০ টি পরিবারের হাতে ৫০টি সেলাই

মেশিন, কাঞ্চি, সুতো, এমনকি ওই মেশিন দিয়ে মাস্ক তৈরির কাপড় তুলে দেওয়া হল।

আরও পড়ুন- শাহর সফরের মধ্যেই জঙ্গলমহল থেকে কেন্দ্রীয় বাহিনী প্রত্যাহারের নির্দেশ

এই অনুষ্ঠানে উপস্থিত ছিলেন স্বামী পরিশুদ্ধ নন্দজী মহারাজ, পঞ্চায়েত সমিতির সভাপতি চন্দনা মাহাতো, বিডিও সুপ্রতিম আচার্য, সোসাইটি সম্পাদক

শুভাশিস মন্ডল, সমাজসেবী সজল সী, অ্যাসিস্ট্যান্ট সেক্রেটারি অঞ্জলি দাশ সহ বিশিষ্টজনেরা।

বিনামূল্যে সেলাইয়ের মেশিন ও প্রশিক্ষণ পেয়ে রীতিমতো আবেগ আপ্লুত হয়ে পড়েছে সুন্দরবনের আদিবাসী  দুঃস্থ মহিলা সমাজ। লকডাউনের জেরে

কর্মসংস্থান হারিয়ে ফেলা দুঃস্থরা এই নতুন কর্মসংস্থান পেয়ে রীতিমতো খুশি।
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